	NI 188: Adapting to climate change

	Is data provided by the LA or a local partner?
	Y


	Is this an existing indicator?


	N



	Rationale


	To ensure local authority preparedness to manage risks to individuals, communities and businesses from a changing climate, and to make the most of new opportunities.

The indicator measures progress on assessing and managing climate risks and opportunities, and incorporating appropriate action into local authority strategic planning. The risks and opportunities might include: flooding; heat waves; changing patterns of disease, impact on local ecosystems; and changing demand for and scope to grow new crops; reduction in heating bills and increased tourism.

	Definition


	Authorities should report the level they have reached as follows:

Level 0: The authority has not assessed and managed climate risks and opportunities, or incorporated appropriate action into local authority strategic planning.

Level 1: The authority has undertaken a comprehensive, local risk-based assessment of current vulnerabilities to weather and climate, both now and in the future. It has developed possible adaptation responses explicitly related to other relevant council strategies, plans, partnerships and operations (such as planning, flood management, economic development, social care, services for children, transport, etc).

Level 2. The authority has identified the most effective adaptation responses to address the risks and opportunities, explicitly related to other council strategies, plans and operations. This will yield a set of locally specific, preferred options.

Level 3. The authority has developed an adaptation action plan to deliver necessary steps to achieve the existing objectives set out in council strategies, plans, investment decisions and partnership arrangements in light of projected climate change.

Level 4. The authority has implemented an adaptation action plan, and a process for monitoring and review to ensure progress with each measure. 

	Formula
	N/A

	Worked example


	LA rates performance against the 4 levels of performance
	Good performance


	To have achieved all the stages on time and to quality standards

	Collection interval
	Annual


	Data Source 
	Local authority



	Return Format
	Number (0-4)
	Decimal Places
	N/A


	NI 188: Adapting to climate change (continued)



	Reporting organisation
	Local authority



	Spatial level
	Single tier and district council

	Further Guidance


	Overall guidance on how to undertake the tasks in levels 1-4 is available to councils in the Nottingham Declaration Action Pack
www.est.org.uk/housingbuildings/localauthorities/NottinghamDeclaration/online_action_pack/

The UK Climate Impact Programme www.ukcip.org.uk provides a range of tools and resources to in relation to the level 1-4 tasks. 


