	NI 197:  Improved local biodiversity – active management of local sites 

	Is data provided by the LA or a local partner?
	Y


	Is this an existing indicator?


	N



	Rationale


	To measure the performance of local authorities for biodiversity by assessing the implementation of active conservation management of Local Sites. 

There are more than 36,000 Local Sites in England representing a significant proportion of the country’s biodiversity. Local Site systems are operated by Local Sites Partnerships of which local authorities should be the lead partner. The implementation of active conservation management serves as a widely accepted and cost effective proxy for assessing improvements in biodiversity. Monitoring by ecological survey would be burdensome and unlikely to identify improvements in biodiversity during the reporting period. The indicator will assess the performance of Local Authorities with regards to local sites and consequently their wider performance for biodiversity (in turn contributing to wider environmental quality). This indicator may also have the effect of providing secondary benefits such as by encouraging wider public access to local sites and promoting them for educational purposes. 

	Definition


	The indicator would be assessed by local authorities considering whether active conservation management has been carried out or is being implemented within a specified recording period. Active conservation management means maintaining, restoring or enhancing biodiversity and this would be assessed through one or more of the following criteria:

Advice – advice on conservation management has been provided by the local sites partnership and has been/is being acted upon

Management Plan – a plan has been written and has been/is being implemented

Management Schemes – the site is being managed in accordance with an environmental management scheme such as Environmental Stewardship, Countryside Stewardship, Woodland Grant Scheme

Biodiversity Action Plan – management activity carried out in accordance with a Biodiversity Action Plan (including HAP, SAP, LBAP)

Performance will be calculated by local authorities as a proportion of all sites where active conservation management (as defined in accompanying guidance) has taken place up to five years prior to the reporting date. The assessment should be ratified by the appropriate Local Sites Partnership.


	NI 197:  Improved local biodiversity – active management of local sites (continued)

	Formula


	The indicator will be calculated as follows:

         4000 x X

 I = -------------

        Y(2500-Y)

I is the indicator 

X is the number of Local Sites where active conservation management has taken place up to 5 years prior to the reporting date;

Y is the total number of Local Sites within the local authority’s administrative area.

The formula takes account of the range in the number of Local Sites between Local authorities – it provides equal ability for areas with high number of Local Sites to meet the target as areas with low numbers.

Information for assessing whether one or more of the criteria has been met is available from Local Site Partnerships (usually held by more than one including the Local Authority, Wildlife Trust or Local Record Centre).

	Worked example


	The following information is based on a subset of Local Sites with unimproved grassland habitats currently being used for the Local Area Agreement grassland project in Dorset. 

Total Number of sites in the local sites sub set  = 298

Number of sites under active management          = 164

[The 164 sites above includes:

Number of sites advised upon = 82, Sites where a management plan has been written =  81, Sites in Environmental Stewardship = 123]

     4000 x 164
---------------------     = 0.99

298 (2500 – 298)
(information provided by Dorset Wildlife Trust)
	Good performance


	Good performance is indicated by a higher number.




	NI 197:  Improved Local Biodiversity – proportion of Local Sites where active conservation management is being achieved (continued)

	Collection interval
	Annual (April – March)
	Data Source 


	Local Sites Partnership 

	Return Format
	Number
	Decimal Places


	2



	Reporting organisation
	Local authority 



	Spatial level
	Single tier, district and county councils 

	Further Guidance


	Detailed guidance for calculating the indicator including a checklist of activities which would qualify as active conservation management is available at 
www.defra.gov.uk/environment/localgovindicators/index.htm

National guidance on Local Sites can be found in Defra guidance published in 2006, available on Defra website at 
www.defra.gov.uk/wildlife-countryside/ewd/local-sites/index.htm which provides common minimum standards to which all Local Sites systems should operate. Local sites are also known as, amongst others, Wildlife Sites, County Wildlife Sites and Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINCs). 


