Surrey Apple Varieties

Braddick Nonpareil

Raised by John Braddick, Thames Ditton, Surrey, UK. First Exhibited at the London Horticultural Society 1818. Medium sized, flat-round fruit. Red flush over greenish yellow skin. Crisp cream coloured flesh. Rich intense sweet-sharp flavour of fruit drops. Stores well.

Use
Dessert (Eater)

Colour
Flushed

Flavour
Sweet-Sharp

Fruit size 
Medium

Picking time 
Mid Oct 

Season of use 
Nov-Feb 

Tree vigour 
Moderate

Tree habit 
Upright-Spreading

Fruit bearing 
Spur-bearer

Pollination date 
13

Pollination group 
D

Self fertility 
Self-sterile

Will be available for supply winter 2010/11. Orders taken from April 2010

Byfleet Seedling

Use
Culinary/ cooker
Colour
Flushed

Flavour
Sharp

Fruit size 
Large

Picking time 
Early Oct 

Season of use 
Oct-Jan 

Tree vigour 
Vigorous

Tree habit 
Upright-Spreading

Fruit bearing 
Spur-bearer

Pollination date 
10

Pollination group 
C

Self fertility 
Self-sterile

Will be available for supply winter 2010/11. Orders taken from April 2010
Carswell's Honeydew


Surrey UK 1939  from Cox’s Orange Pippin 

Use
Dessert

Colour
Flushed

Flavour
Honeyed

Fruit size 
Medium

Picking time 
Mid Sep 

Season of use 
Sep-Nov 

Tree vigour 
Small

Tree habit 
Spreading

Fruit bearing 
Spur-bearer

Cropping
Heavy

Pollination date 
20

Pollination group 
F

Self fertility 
Self-sterile

Produced to order only

Carswell's Orange

Raised from a Cox's Orange Pippin Seedling by J W Carswell at Ashtead, Surrey, UK in 1938. Large, conical fruit. Handsome with scarlet flush and stripes over yellow skin. Yellow flesh. Good, well balanced, sweet-sharp, aromatic flavour.

Use:
Dessert/ eater
Season of Use:
Sep-Oct

Colour:
Flushed

Flavour:
Aromatic

Origin:
Surrey UK 1938

Pollination Group:
D

Self-fertility:
Self-sterile 
Will be available winter 2010/11

Claygate Pearmain 
Discovered by John Braddick growing in a hedge near his home in the viallage of Claygate, Thames Ditton, Surrey, UK. Braddick sent specimens to the London Horticultural Society in 1822. Received RHS Award of Merit in 1901 and a First Class Certificate in 1921. Popular as a garden variety in Victorian and Edwardian England. 

Medium to large, oblong-conical fruit. Orange-red flush over greenish yellow skin covered in a rough scaley russet. Firm, slightly crumbling flesh with a strong nutty, rich, aromatic flavour. Keeps well.

Picking time 
Early/Mid Oct 

Season of use 
Dec-Feb 

Tree vigour 
Moderate

Tree habit 
Upright-Spreading

Fruit bearing 
Spur-bearer

Cropping
Good

Disease resistance 
Scab: Resistant 

Pollination date 
12

Pollination group 
D

Self fertility 
Self-sterile

Next Year 
Will be available for supply winter 2010/11. Orders taken from April 2010
Cleeve
Surrey UK 1930 produced to order only
Use
Dessert/eater
Colour
Yellow

Flavour
Honeyed

Fruit size 
Medium

Picking time 
Aug 

Season of use 
Aug 

Tree vigour 
Moderate

Tree habit 
Upright-Spreading

Fruit bearing 
Spur-bearer

Cropping
Good

Disease resistance 
Mildew: Slightly susceptible

Pollination date 
3

Pollination group 
A

Self fertility 
Self-sterile
Cockle Pippin


Raised by Mr Cockle Godstone, Surrey, UK c1800. Popular in 19th Century England. Medium to large, round-conical fruit. Brownish-orange flush over a greenish-yellow skin, much of which is russetted. Firm, cream coloured flesh. Quite rich, sweet-sharp flavour. Keeps very well. Upright, heavy cropping tree.
Use:
Dessert/eater
Season of Use:
Nov-Mar

Colour:
Yellow

Flavour:
Sweet-sharp

Origin:
Surrey UK 1800

Pollination Group:
C

Self-fertility:
Self-sterile

Will be available for supply winter 2010/11. Orders taken from April 2010
Colonel Yate

Surrey UK 1905 produced to order only

Use
Culinary/cooker
Colour
Flushed

Flavour
Sweet

Fruit size 
Large

Picking time 
Mid Oct 

Season of use 
Nov-Jan 

Tree vigour 
Moderate

Tree habit 
Upright-Spreading

Fruit bearing 
Spur-bearer

Pollination date 
12

Pollination group 
D

Self fertility 
Self-sterile

Comrade


Origin:
Surrey UK 1932 Produced to order only

Use
Dessert

Colour
Flushed

Flavour
Aromatic

Fruit size 
Large

Picking time 
Early Sep 

Season of use 
Sep-Oct 

Tree vigour 
Moderate

Tree habit 
Spreading

Fruit bearing 
Spur-bearer

Pollination date 
9

Pollination group 
C

Self fertility 
Self-sterile

Duchess's Favourite


Raised in about 1800 by Mr Cree, nurseryman of Addlestone, Surrey and named after the Duchess of York who lived nearby. A popular Victorian garden apple. Widely grown around London and in the Vale of Evesham in the 19th century and in Kent in the early 1900’s. 

An attractive, colourful apple. Small to medium-sized fruit. Round to flat- round shape, slightly ribbed. Bright red flush and faint red stripes over a pale greenish yellow background. Firm white flesh, sometimes tinged red. Quite sharp with a strawberry flavour. 
Use
Dessert/eater
Colour
Red

Flavour
Subacid

Fruit size 
Small

Picking time 
Early Sep 

Season of use 
Sep 

Tree vigour 
Moderate

Tree habit 
Upright-Spreading

Fruit bearing 
Spur-bearer

Cropping
Heavy

Pollination date 
10

Pollination group 
C

Self fertility 
Self-sterile

Crawley Reinette


Surrey UK 1902   available Next Year 

Use
Dessert/Eater

Colour
Flushed

Flavour
Sharp

Fruit size 
Large

Picking time 
Mid Oct 

Season of use 
Dec-Feb 

Tree vigour 
Moderate

Tree habit 
Upright-Spreading

Fruit bearing 
Spur-bearer

Pollination date 
15

Pollination group 
D

Self fertility 
Self-sterile

George Carpenter


Raised in 1902 by George Carpenter, Head Gardener at West Hall Gardens, Byfleet, Surrey. A Blenheim Orange X King of the Pippins. An attractive apple, primarily a garden and exhibition variety. Good aromatic flavour.

A medium/large sized apple. Oblong shape, sometimes a little lop-sided. Distinctly flattened at base and apex. Fairly noticeable well-rounded ribs. Pale greenish yellow background skin colour becoming yellow. One half to three-quarters flushed bright red. Fairly broad, broken, dark red stripes. Creamy white flesh, firm, juicy and quite sweet with good aromatic flavour.   A very vigorous tree.
Use
Dessert

Colour
Flushed

Flavour
Aromatic

Fruit size 
Medium

Picking time 
Mid Sep 

Season of use 
Oct-Dec 

Tree vigour 
Vigorous

Tree habit 
Upright-Spreading

Fruit bearing 
Spur-bearer

Pollination date 
12

Pollination group 
D

Self fertility 
Self-sterile

Produced to order only
Curltail
The RHS library finds this to be a Surrey variety
First recorded in England in 1872. So called because the king fruits have a fleshy stalk which curls round like a tail. 

Medium sized fruit, flat-round, irregular, distinctly ribbed at the base. The numerous king fruits are round with a fleshy curved stalk. Bright green becoming clear yellow with an occasional slight red flush when fully ripe. The skin is smooth and slightly greasy. The flesh is white, tinged green, lacking flavour. A dual purpose apple. Cooks to a sweet puree.

A very vigorous tree. Inclined to be tip-bearing – important for pruning.
Use
Dual Cul & Des

Colour
Yellow

Flavour
Sweet

Fruit size 
Medium

Picking time 
Mid Sep 

Season of use 
Sep-Nov 

Tree vigour 
Vigorous

Tree habit 
Upright-Spreading

Fruit bearing 
Partial tip-bearer

Pollination date 
17

Pollination group 
E

Self fertility 
Self-sterile

Produced to order only

Hannan Seedling

Origin:
Surrey UK 1928
Use
Dual Cul & Des

Colour
Flushed

Flavour
Sharp

Fruit size 
Large

Picking time 
Early Sep 

Season of use 
Sep-Oct 

Tree vigour 
Moderate

Tree habit 
Upright-Spreading

Fruit bearing 
Spur-bearer

Pollination date 
8

Pollination group 
C

Self fertility 
Self-sterile

Produced to order only
Harry Pring


Origin:
Surrey UK 1911

Use
Dessert

Colour
Flushed

Flavour
Savoury

Fruit size 
Medium

Picking time 
Mid Oct 

Season of use 
Nov-Jan 

Tree vigour 
Moderate

Tree habit 
Upright-Spreading

Fruit bearing 
Spur-bearer

Special features
Attractive Blossom 

Pollination date 
12

Pollination group 
D

Self fertility 
Self-sterile

Produced to order only
High View Pippin


High View Pippin apple was raised in 1911 by F Fitzwater at Ernest Hill, Weybridge, Surrey. from a Sturmer Pippin X Cox's Orange Pippin. Received RHS Award of Merit in 1928. 

A small/medium sized apple. Regular, conical, almost long-conical shape. Flattened at base and apex. Pale greenish yellow background colour becoming yellow. Up to one-half flushed bright orange with a few short, broken, red stripes. Fine russet covers the base and apex. Dry skin. Creamy white flesh, greenish around the core. Firm, fine-textured and sweet with quite intense aromatic flavour. Good cropper, fruit often small.
Use
Dessert

Colour
Flushed

Flavour
Sweet

Fruit size 
Medium

Picking time 
Mid Oct 

Season of use 
Nov-Mar 

Tree vigour 
Moderate

Tree habit 
Upright-Spreading

Fruit bearing 
Spur-bearer

Cropping
Good

Pollination date 
12

Pollination group 
D

Self fertility 
Self-sterile

Will be available for supply winter 2010/11. Orders taken from April 2010
Joybells


Origin:
Surrey UK 1914
Use
Dessert

Colour
Flushed

Flavour
Sweet

Fruit size 
Medium

Picking time 
Late Sep 

Season of use 
Oct-Dec 

Tree vigour 
Moderate

Tree habit 
Spreading

Fruit bearing 
Spur-bearer

Cropping
Good

Pollination date 
11

Pollination group 
C

Self fertility 
Self-sterile

Produced to order only
Lady Isabel


Origin:
Surrey UK 1939
Use
Dual Cul & Des

Colour
Flushed

Flavour
Savoury

Fruit size 
Large

Picking time 
Early Oct 

Season of use 
Oct-Dec 

Tree vigour 
Moderate

Tree habit 
Upright-Spreading

Fruit bearing 
Spur-bearer

Pollination date 
9

Pollination group 
C

Self fertility 
Self-sterile
Will be available for supply winter 2010/11. Orders taken from April 2010
May Beauty


Origin:
Surrey UK 1945
Use
Dessert

Colour
Flushed

Fruit size 
Medium

Picking time 
Late Oct 

Season of use 
Dec-Jan 

Tree vigour 
Moderate

Tree habit 
Upright-Spreading

Fruit bearing 
Spur-bearer

Pollination date 
14

Pollination group 
D

Self fertility 
Self-sterile

Produced to order only
Nanny


Origin:
Surrey UK 1842

Use
Dessert                


Tree vigour 
Vigorous

Colour
Flushed 



Tree habit 
Upright-Spreading

Flavour
Sweet 



Fruit bearing 
Spur-bearer

Fruit size 
Large 



Pollination date 
5

Picking time 
Mid Sep 


Pollination group 
B

Season of use 
Sep-Oct 


Self fertility 
Self-sterile

Palmer's Rosey

Palmer's Rosey apple arose in the garden of H I Palmer, Whyteleafe, Surrey, UK. Medium to large round conical fruit. Attractive with a bright red flush over a yellow skin. Soft, juicy cream coloured flesh. Strong aromatic flavour with a hint of aniseed. Sweet but with plenty of acidity. Excellent for a summer apple.

Use
Dessert

Colour
Red

Flavour
Aniseed

Fruit size 
Medium

Picking time 
Aug 

Season of use 
Aug-Sep 

Tree vigour 
Moderate

Tree habit 
Upright-Spreading

Fruit bearing 
Spur-bearer

Pollination date 
12

Pollination group 
D

Self fertility 
Self-sterile

Will be available for supply winter 2010/11. Orders taken from April 2010
Pixie


Origin:
Surrey UK 1947 

Use
Dessert

Colour
Flushed

Flavour
Aromatic

Fruit size 
Medium

Picking time 
Mid Oct 

Season of use 
Dec-Mar 

Tree vigour 
Moderate

Tree habit 
Spreading

Fruit bearing 
Spur-bearer

Cropping
Good

Disease resistance 
Scab: Resistant 

Mildew: Resistant 

Pollination date 
16

Pollination group 
E

Self fertility 
Self-sterile

Will be available for supply winter 2010/11. Orders taken from April 2010

Scarlet Nonpareil


Origin:
Surrey UK 1773 
Use
Dessert

Colour
Flushed

Flavour
Subacid

Fruit size 
Medium

Picking time 
Mid Oct 

Season of use 
Jan-Mar 

Tree vigour 
Moderate

Tree habit 
Upright-Spreading

Fruit bearing 
Spur-bearer

Cropping
Good

Pollination date 
10

Pollination group 
C

Self fertility 
Self-sterile

Produced to order only
Shoesmith


Origin:
Surrey UK 1930
Use
Culinary

Colour
Flushed

Flavour
Sweet

Fruit size 
Large

Picking time 
Early Oct 

Season of use 
Oct-Dec 

Tree vigour 
Moderate

Tree habit 
Upright-Spreading

Fruit bearing 
Spur-bearer

Cropping
Biennial

Pollination date 
14

Pollination group 
D

Self fertility 
Self-sterile

Produced to order only
Victory (Carpenter)

Origin:
Surrey UK 1923 
Use
Culinary (Cooker)

Colour
Flushed

Flavour
Sharp

Fruit size 
Large

Picking time 
Mid Sep 

Season of use 
Oct-Nov 

Tree vigour 
Vigorous

Tree habit 
Upright-Spreading

Fruit bearing 
Spur-bearer

Pollination date 
13

Pollination group 
D

Self fertility 
Self-sterile

Wadey's Seedling


Origin:
Surrey UK 1919
Use
Dessert

Colour
Red

Flavour
Sweet

Fruit size 
Medium

Picking time 
Mid Oct 

Season of use 
Dec-Feb 

Tree vigour 
Vigorous

Tree habit 
Upright-Spreading

Fruit bearing 
Spur-bearer

Special features Attractive Blossom 

Pollination date 
19

Pollination group 
E

Self fertility 
Self-sterile

Will be available for supply winter 2010/11. Orders taken from April 2010
Bordering Counties and Old England, County of origin Unknown
John Standish


Believed to have been raised in about 1873 by a nurseryman called John Standish of Ascot, Berkshire. Introduced in 1921 by Isaac House and Sons, nurserymen, of Bristol. Exhibited at the Imperial Fruit Show in 1922. Received RHS Award of Merit in 1922. Was grown commercially in the UK as a late red dessert apple. 

A small apple. Flat-round to round or round-conical shape. One-half to three-quarters flushed bright scarlet with indistinct stripes on white background. Skin shiny and a little greasy. White flesh, very firm, fine- textured and juicy with an intense flavour of fruit. An upright tree of great vigour. Good cropper.

Use
  Dessert

Colour
  Red

Flavour  Fruity

Fruit size 
Medium

Picking time 
Mid Oct 

Season of use 
Dec-Feb 

Tree vigour 
Vigorous

Tree habit 
Upright

Fruit bearing 
Spur-bearer

Cropping
Good

Canker: Resistant 

Suitable for
Wet Regions 

Pollination date 
9

Pollination group 
C

Self fertility 
Self-sterile

Reverend W Wilks


Reverend W Wilks apple was raised by J Allgrove of Langley Nursery, Slough, Berkshire, UK. Believed to have been a Peasgood Nonsuch x Ribston Pippin seedling. Introduced by Messrs Veitch of Chelsea, London in 1908. Named after the prominent Secretary of the RHS Rev W Wilks, Vicar of Shirley, Surrey. Received an Award of Merit in 1904 and a First Class Certificate in 1910 from the RHS. A popular garden variety.

Large, conical, attractive looking fruit. Very pale green skin turning pale yellow. Some light orange flush and red stripes. White, juicy flesh. Cooks to a pale lemon puree needing little added sugar. Good for baking.
Compact, free spurring tree very suited to cordons and espaliers training and small gardens. Good disease resistance. Good cropper but with bienniel tendency which needs to be reduced by thinning crop. Attractive blossom.

Use
Culinary

Colour
Yellow

Flavour
Subacid

Fruit size 
Large

Picking time 
Late Aug/Early Sep 

Season of use 
Aug-Nov 

Tree vigour 
Small

Tree habit 
Upright-Spreading

Fruit bearing 
Spur-bearer

Cropping
Good

Scab: Resistant, Mildew: Resistant 

Canker: Resistant 
Suitable for Wet Regions 

Special features Attractive Blossom

Merton Charm


Raised in 1932 by M B Crane at the John Innes Institute, Merton, London from McIntosh x Cox's Orange Pippin . Small, round fruit. Green-yellow skin with orange-red flush but often with poor colour in UK conditions. Has a crisp, juicy flesh which is sweet with a lightly aromatic flavour. Heavy cropping tree with a semi-weeping habit.
Use
Dessert

Colour
Flushed

Flavour
Sweet

Fruit size 
Small

Picking time 
Mid Sep 

Season of use 
Sep-Oct 

Tree vigour 
Moderate

Fruit bearing 
Spur-bearer

Cropping
Heavy

Mildew: Resistant 

Pollination date 
6

Pollination group 
B

Self fertility 
Self-sterile

Merton Russet


Origin:
London UK 1921

Use
Dessert

Colour
Russet

Flavour
Acid drop

Fruit size 
Small

Picking time 
Mid Oct 

Season of use 
Dec-Mar 

Tree vigour 
Vigorous

Tree habit 
Upright-Spreading

Fruit bearing 
Spur-bearer

Cropping
Heavy

Mildew:  Very susceptible 

Canker:   Resistant 

Scab:       Resistant 

Suitable for Wet Regions 

Special features Attractive Blossom 

Pollination date 9

Pollination group 
C

Self fertility 
Self-sterile

Produced to order only

Egremont Russet
thought to be from Sussex.

Origins are not known, thought to be English. The name suggests it may have been raised on the estate of Lord Egremont, Petworth, Sussex, renowned for fruit in the early 1800's. First recorded in 1872. It has been grown commercially on a small scale in the UK, particularly as the result of recent interest in traditional varieties. 

Medium, flat-round fruit. Greenish yellow skin ripening to golden yellow covered with a fine ochre russet. Cream coloured flesh. Firm and crisp but quite dry in texture. Very sweet with a distinctive rich nutty flavour.

Relatively compact tree. Very free sprurring and therefore very suitable for cordon and espalier training. Very disease resistant. Partially self-fertile and heavy cropping.

Use
Dessert/eater

Colour
Russet

Flavour
Nutty

Fruit size 
Medium

Picking time 
Late Sep/Early Oct 

Season of use 
Oct-Dec 

Tree vigour 
Moderate

Tree habit 
Upright

Fruit bearing 
Spur-bearer

Cropping
Good

Mildew: Resistant 

Canker: Resistant 

Scab: Very resistant 

Suitable for Hardy Late Frost 

Pollination date 
7

Pollination group 
B

Self fertility 
Partially Self Fertile

Broad Eyed Pippin
old English
England 1600
An old English variety of unknown origin. Earliest references to the name date back to the late 17th Century. Large flat shaped fruit with a distinctive large open eye which accounts for its name. Pale yellowish green skin, sometimes with a pink blush. Keeps some of its shape when cooked. Light flavour. Vigorous tree.

Use
Culinary

Colour
Green

Flavour
Sharp

Fruit size 
Large

Picking time 
Early Sep 

Season of use 
Sep-Dec 

Tree vigour 
Vigorous

Tree habit 
Upright-Spreading

Fruit bearing 
Spur-bearer

Pollination date 
13

Pollination group 
D

Self fertility 
Self-sterile
Catshead
old English
An old English variety, the earliest reference to which dates from 1629. The name comes from the unusual shape of the fruit, which in profile resembles a cat's head. Grown in 18th and 19th Century England. Large, oblong-conical, irregular shaped fruit. Pale greenish yellow skin with russet dots. White, soft, juicy flesh. Cooks to a sharp, firm puree.
Use
Culinary

Colour
Green

Flavour
Sharp

Fruit size 
Large

Picking time 
Early Oct 

Season of use 
Oct-Jan 

Tree vigour 
Moderate

Tree habit 
Spreading

Fruit bearing 
Spur-bearer

Cropping
Good

Scab: Resistant 

Pollination date 
11

Pollination group 
C

Self fertility 
Self-sterile

Bascombe Mystery
old English
An old English variety of unknown origin first recorded in 1831. Medium sized, round fruit with green skin. Dull in appearance. Crisp flesh with a strong sweet-sharp flavour.

Use
Dessert

Colour
Green

Flavour
Sweet-sharp

Fruit size 
Medium

Picking time 
Mid/Late Oct 

Season of use 
Dec-Feb 

Tree vigour 
Moderate

Tree habit 
Upright-Spreading

Fruit bearing 
Spur-bearer

Pollination date 
18

Pollination group 
E

Self fertility 
Self-sterile

Will be available for supply winter 2010/11. 
TERMS 

Season of use

This shows the time of the year when a variety is best used relative to other varieties of the same fruit.

Three broad categories are used: early, mid, late. In the UK they correspond to the following periods:

Apples:  Early = July-Sept;  Mid = Oct-Nov;  Late = Dec onwards

Early varieties do not keep for long. Late varieties usually keep well and may need to be ripened in storage for best flavour.

Pollination Date

Varieties with the same pollination date normally flower at the same time in the same location, but the actual date on which they flower will vary in different years and locations.

For good pollination to be possible pollination dates need to be within: 

3 units for Apples, 6 units for Pears, 10 units for Plums

Each unit represents one day.

The starting points, based on average flowering dates in Kent, are: 

Apples, 1 = 1st May,   Pears, 1 = 8th April   Plums, 1 = 1st April  
As a guide only the number is shown as an actual date.
Fruit bearing

Most apple and pear trees bear their fruit on short branches called spurs and are known as Spur Bearers. Some bear all or some of their fruit at the tip of branches and are known as Tip Bearers or Part Tip Bearers respectively. Fruit bearing has important implications for pruning. Tip bearers are unsuitable for training into cordons, espaliers or other restricted forms.
Pollination groups

For successful cross pollination to occur between two varieties flowering times must overlap. Varieties are therefore classified into groups based on their flowering times called Pollination Groups.

Group A are the earliest flowering, B the next etc. Varieties within each group flower at about the same time and would in most cases pollinate each other well.

Adjacent groups may also be reasonable pollinators.
Self-fertility

Self-Sterile varieties require a pollinator to produce a crop.
Self-Fertile varieties produce a good crop in the absence of a pollinator but usually also benefit from the presence a pollinator.
Partially Self-Fertile varieties produce some crop without a pollinator and benefit considerably from a pollinator.
Info collated from Keeper’s Nursery data base www.keepers-nursery.co.uk
By Surrey Biodiversity Partnership to support the creation of traditional orchards Sue.Webber(at)SurreyWT.org.uk 

