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Minutes from Partnership Meeting 

Spelthorne Borough Council Offices

17 February 2010
Present: 


	Cynthia Bendickson - SBC

Georgina Terry - NE 

Jenny Page - SHP

John Edwards – SCC

Sophie Benazon – Reigate and Banstead BC

Pip Robertson  – Kingston University
	Sarah-Jane Chimbwandira - SWT  

Shaun Page - FWAG

Simon Elson - SCC

Sue Webber – SWT

Joanne Porter –SCC

Alison  Giacomelli– RSPB

Mike Waite - SWT
	


Apologies:

	Charlotte Williams – SWT

Debbie Cousins – EA

Bill Whitaker - ARC
	Dominic Price – Plantlife

Stuart Cocker – Epsom and Ewell BC
	

	

	No.
	Action
	
	

	1.
	Apologies and introductions


	
	

	2.
	Chair: JE  Minutes: JoP
	
	

	3.
	Matters arising from meeting of 8/12/09 

· Surrey Strategic Partnership
JE and S-JC attended the meeting.  There was very little understanding of the SBP.  It is good to be involved, although it is the beginning of the relationship.  They will keep the partnership informed of any progress.

· Woodland HAP
Carry forward

· SNCIs

The system needs to be more proactive.  If anyone wants to be involved contact JE.  JE will keep the partnership up to date, and plan a meeting to discuss making the SNCI project more proactive

· Species of Conservation Concern
S-JC will keep the partnership up to date with any progress

· Position Statements

Drafts of the Dogs and Stock and Biodiversity and Climate Change statements have been completed.  The other statements are in progress.  SE asked if anyone knows if there is any existing guidance related to discouraging feeding ducks loaves of bread.  JP thought the London Borough of Sutton had done something a few years ago, and MW thinks that something was done in Battersea Park. The statements should be circulated for comment once a draft has been completed, and put on the SBP website once they’ve been agreed.

There was a discussion about whether the Local Strategic Partnership and Local Development Framework statements were still relevant, and whether it would be better to have something about how the SBP can be more involved in the planning process – SBP and Planning.  JE will look into this.

· The Surrey Biodiversity Action Plan – Achievements and Future Action

It was agreed to produce a leaflet that summarises the document once it has been completed.

S-JC has experimented with putting the targets for each habitat into a table format to be able to compare the situation now with 10 years ago, and colour code boxes to show progress, including exceeding expectations.

Exceeding expectations calls into question the original targets, although it shows what can be done when there is sufficient funding, such as with heathland and HLS.

· International Year of Biodiversity
All events this year should be held under the banner of the International Year of Biodiversity.  There is one particular day for this during the year.  It would be good to do something on the actual day (22 May) as well.  Ideas for events include: 

· The launch of the State of Surrey’s Biodiversity report, which would be joint between the SBP and SCC

· An event to launch a Biodiversity Opportunity Area, which would include guided walks, children’s activities etc.

SE suggested focusing on the ‘International’ element – Surrey has a lot of places that it is twinned is.  Invite someone from one of these towns?  Ideas please.

· Spam

Sue has amended the contact list on the SBP website, and GT is receiving less spam now.

CB has a problem changing a date on the website, which SW said should be sorted. SW will let CB know.
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	4.


	End of Year Report

SW will send out the end of year report, with a request for information to add to it before sending to Natural England.  SW will outline the information required in the e-mail.

Business Plan

SW requested that everyone look through the plan and the action, especially the actions relevant to them in relation to the timeframe / deadline.

Any other feedback is welcome, and it is a working document, so things can be changed as we go along.  The plan has been submitted to Natural England but no feedback has been received yet.  The deadline for comments is Wednesday 28 April.


	SW / All
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	28.14.10

	5.


	South East Biodiversity Strategy and LBAP Partnership

JE thought the SBP should sign up to the strategy, but some people had a few issues with it.  S-JC thought some of the things that the partnership has to sign up to are very prescriptive and could cause a lot of work, such as in relation to data. S-JC thinks the wording should be amended to reflect the SBP position.  JE to contact Tom Butterworth.


	JE
	

	6.
	Surrey Biodiversity Opportunity Area consultations

IBM has offered to host the event for free.  SW will organise a day and send out the details.

The consultation will involve looking at the maps produced from the last event, both the one produced for SEEBF and the one produced for the SBP, which is more detailed and ambitious.  The aim is to look at what area based delivery projects (such as the Heathland and Downlands Project) are already operating in each area, and try to build targets for each area.

People attending should be told the constraints, such as with urban areas, and that the process will be evolutionary rather tham set in stone.

JP said that the SEEBF urban group is putting a project proposal together to come up with a methodology that will work for BOAs in urban areas.

It would be good to have a look at how neighbouring counties are dealing with BOAs, and see if there is anything that Surrey can learn.

Local authorities in Surrey will be sent the BOA maps produced for the SBP, and it should be made clear that these are different from the ones used for the South East region by SEEBF.  The BOA maps will be going on a ‘tour’ of Surrey local authorities with JE, S-JC and Ken Anckorn.  These have to start this financial year, and will probably start in Epsom and Ewell.

It was decided to produce a Surrey Biodiversity Guide, similar to the one produced in Oxfordshire.  JE will contact Tom Butterworth about this, and will circulate a link to the Oxfordshire guidance.
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	7.
	Targets and Priorities for 2010

The SBP could do with a timetable of things that are coming up during the year, which could then be added to the Business Plan timetable.

It would be good to go on a site visit somewhere, which could tie in with BOAs.  Sites suggested included Staines Moor / Hithermore which is a Green Arc area.


	All / SW
	

	8.
	AOB

JP – MITIE Engineering in Frimley Green has been carrying out work in the last few months to improve their grounds for Biodiversity.  They are holding a Biodiversity event in June for members of their staff and families and asked if there were any organisations that would like to get involved by setting up a stall etc.  This could link in well with the International Year of Biodiversity.  S-JC suggested contacting the People and Wildlife team at the SWT.

The SEEBF urban group recently had a meeting.  The group is putting together two project proposals fro SEEBF.  One is for developing a methodology for how to carry out Biodiversity Opportunity Area mapping in urban areas, and the other is to produce a biodiversity design guide for urban areas which can be applied to local  / small scale schemes, and would also look to address the issue of back garden development.

SE – Has come across two Local Authorities in Surrey promoting SANGS on existing nature areas, so it’s not really compensatory land, and they also aren’t consulting the landowners.  JE knows of sites in Guildford that are being proposed as SANGS that are already highways compensatory land.  GT suggested that SE contact Natural England about it.

CB – There is a problem with traveller horses on Dumpsey Meadows.  How is it best to deal with them?

SP – There is a new initiative from the Government called Campaign for the Farmed Environment.  The Government was considering forcing farmers to provide set-aside again, which didn’t go down well with farmers.  Some organisations put forward an alternative that Defra has accepted, which reasons that well managed areas are better than set aside that is usually left unmanaged.  The approach to farmers if half carrot and half stick – if the farmers don’t accept it set aside will be re-introduced.  There are three elements – farmland birds, other wildlife and general resources.  In two years extra areas need to be established across the country, mainly on arable land.  Unfortunately Surrey is not a target county.  The launch is the 25th March.

The first renewals of Entry Level Stewardship are coming up soon, and the agreements will have to be modified, and elements replaced with the options in the Campaign for the Farmed Environment.

It is a voluntary scheme, but Natural England is very enthusiastic about it as it meets their targets.  

Link to the Campaign for the Farmed Environment here:

http://www.cfeonline.org.uk/
MW – SWT are holding a living landscapes conference in June / early July.  A keynote speaker is required, preferably someone with a link to Surrey – send any ideas to MW.
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	9.
	Dates of next meetings

Wednesday 19 May.  10am for 10.30am at Spelthorne Borough Council.

Wednesday 7 July

Wednesday 22 September

Wednesday 1 December
	
	


