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Minutes from Partnership Meeting 

Spelthorne Borough Council Offices

8th December 2009
Present: 


	Bill Whitaker - ARC 

Cynthia Bendickson - SBC

Debbie Cousins - EA 

Dominic Price - Plantlife

Georgina Terry - NE 

Jenny Page - SHP

John Edwards - SCC
	Sarah-Jane Chimbwandira - SWT  

Shaun Page - FWAG

Simon Elson - SCC

Stuart Cocker – E&EBC
Sue Webber - SWT
	


Apologies:

	Charlotte Williams – SWT

Joanne Porter - SCC 

RSPB
	
	

	

	No.
	Action
	
	

	1.
	Apologies and introductions


	
	

	2.
	Chair – SJC   Minutes – JP
	
	

	3.
	Matters arising from meeting of 22/9/09 

a) JE will attend & report back from Surrey Strategic Partnership - next meeting on 21/12/09.

b) Woodland HAP – there has been no progress to date - SW will organise meeting.

c) HEAT maps – JE to send information to SJC

d) Darren Towers will be the new Thames Water biodiversity contact.

e) Orchards – SW has put new info. onto the website. 

CB has funding for a new community orchard which will be planted on 13/12/09.

f) SNCIs Local Wildlife sites - with the new national indicator placing emphasis on this, there is a need for a separate group to run the system – JE to invite all SBP members and other relevant people in early 2010.


	  JE

  SW

   JE
	

	
	g) Species of Conservation Concern -  There is a need to clarify the role of SBIC as part of the MOU with Natural England and decide how the Partnership would like to be involved with this. SJC happy to keep everyone updated on this and SBP to be involved as and when appropriate.


	SJC


	 

	
	h)  Biodiversity Opportunity Areas - SW to arrange another conference/workshop to further develop ideas/actions.

SW is speaking to HAP leads/groups to discuss how they fit in with the BOA process with a view to setting up the next BOA workshop. A key part of this will be for local groups to make project plans for their local areas.

A heathland BOAs and BARS meeting will be held and SW is hoping to arrange a similar event with the chalk HAP group.

SJC - the aim will be to prepare a BOA map for Surrey, developing targets where possible and deciding how to involve the Urban group. Identifying contacts for each group with an aim of carrying out consultation/holding seminar in March will be part of this process.

A GIS layer of the SE regional layer (from SE Biodiversity Forum) is available (work from the 2008 conference was fed into the regional map).

Topics for the next conference need to be identified – BOAs and Invasive species have been suggested – please send ideas for the conference to SW.

[SE suggested targeting DC local plans teams re BOAs]


	SW/SJC

All


	

	4.
	Business Plan

Workshop held was very useful in outlining what the Partnership wanted to include. These elements were broken down into:  

· Local authorities

· BOAs

· Data and reporting

· General SBP issues

Aim to see if they can be turned into clear actions to prioritise annual work and, to see who will lead/support the actions. The plan will span 3-5 years.

Position statements for the plan need to be written (each one ideally between 1/3 to a full page long.

The following topics are to be covered:-

Local Strategic Partnership

Local Development Framework 

Ducks

Trees on heathland & grassland

Dogs and stock

Conservation Grazing

Coppicing

Biodiversity and Climate Change

Invasive species


	JE

JE

SE

JP

CB

SP

SC?

SJC/JE

DC


	(To be emailed around SBP two weeks before next Partnership meeting)

	5.


	The Surrey Biodiversity Action Plan – Achievements and Future Action

CB suggested that in order to address a wider audience it might be  useful to have two documents: one as a longer reference document; the second, perhaps a glossy leaflet, highlighting successes etc.,

Any further comments etc. to JE.


	JE

All
	

	6.
	2010 International Year for Biodiversity
Encompasses ‘Countdown to Biodiversity’ and PSA targets on SSSIs.

Aim to brand some of our events accordingly and use the SBP logo where appropriate.

The regional group is looking for funding for projects with an aim of having an event in each county for May half term – please send project ideas to SW and consider branding walks and other events accordingly.


	All
	

	7.
	AOB – 
SE - FWIG group to be‘re-generated’ with a few new faces.

SW - new Thames Water contact will be Darren Towers.

CB - £25K received from SITA Trust for the brown galingale enhancement project on Shortwood Common. 
DC - ongoing EA/GBC fen restoration project at Parsonage Meadows with a view to re-introducing grazing.

GT - NE funding has enabled ‘Hedgelink’ pack to be produced - let GT know if you’d like one.

GT - receiving spam from SBP website – SW to rectify.

Reminder to put information/HAP minutes/events on website


	SW

All


	

	
	Date of next meeting

CB to check room availability for dates in mid February - next meeting date to be advised.


	CB


	


