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Minutes  22nd September 2010
Present: 


	Cynthia Bendickson – Spelthorne BC (Chair)
	Sue Webber – SBP
	Simon Elson - SCC

	Georgina Terry – Natural England (Minutes)
	Debbie Cousins – Environment Agency 
	Sarah-Jane Chimbwandira – SBIC  

	Dominic Price - Plantlife
	Shaun Page - FWAG                      
	Jo Porter – Surrey CC


Apologies:
	Bill Whittaker – ARC
Sophie Benazon – R&BDC
	John Edwards – SCC
Alison Giacomelli -RSPB 
	Stewart Cocker – E&E BC 
Charlotte Williams – SWT


	No.
	Action
	
	

	1.
	Apologies and Introductions
	
	

	2.

3.
	Chair – Cynthia Bendickson   Minutes – Georgina Terry

Matters arising from meeting of 07/07/2010 
Surrey Strategic Partnership - update
SNCI’s – the system for Surrey has some gaps and requires a review to ensure sites aren’t missed in the planning system. JE to organise a meeting of relevant people to address issues.
Position statements – to be added to partnership website and amended by partners online. Mtgs 28th Oct or 10th Nov
BAP co-ordinator post justification – Sue to circulate together with important reporting dates to give partners lead in time for reports. Next report due November 2010
Police website re wildlife crime – Sue to circulate


	JE
JE
All 

SW

SW
	Carry forward
ASAP

ASAP

	4.
	Biodiversity Opportunity Areas
Alistair is now bringing together comments and changes to Surrey BOA by beginning of October

Further refining needed to the areas statements, especially to include targets

A map to use on partners desktops would be helpful

Simon has written initial aims and outcomes papers for two BOA areas: 

i) The Speynes Mere complex which includes many partners and a large area of lakes and surrounding land. 

ii) By invitation of the North Downs AONB seeking a joint approach for all organisations and their many aims for a landscape scale approach in their BOA area.

Simon to put onto partnership website when refined. 
GIS contacts to Sarah Jane for BOA info
	SJC

SE
ALL
	Next Mtg
ASAP

	5.
	Surrey County Watch 

Launch on 18-10-10. Jo to attend and feedback next quarter.  Is there an e-mail list people can sign up to?
	JP


	Next Mtg

	6.

	Plantlife Grant for Heathland work
Plantlife have been successful in attracting a grant of £17K from SITA for restoration works on Royal and Bagmoor Commons and associated heaths.  This complements the existing work being undertaken by HLS and is for scrapes, scrub removal, following up on historical survey work...

May run a training day also in winter, Dom to let people know when this may be.

	DP

	

	7.
	AOB
Small fleabane – Worplesdon Common. SWT is organising an appropriate grazing programme, following advice from Clive Chatters of New Forest NP.
SJC going to talk to Surrey planning officers nad development control in November. To update them on SBIC services and to give BOA message.

North Downs – Living landscapes subgroup is facilitating 3 projects.

· Mid Surrey Downs – grazing through HLS

· East Surrey Downs and West Surrey downs projects are now being explored 

· Woodland based project – following the ancient woodland re-survey at the end of January, a heritage type project looking at re-connecting woodland fragments may be possible. Using teh Living Woodlands model developed by Mole Valley Project.

Recorders meeting has been postponed.

Planning roadshow presentation being organised by Mike – Cynthia would like to see this up front. Aim is to get planning profession to think about the whole planning process in relation to biodiversity, rather than just ticking boxes.
Living Landscapes for business – event in new year, looking at ‘ecosystem services’ aimed at large companies such as water and aggregate companies.

West Weald Project and LL running a landowner workshop on 16th October in Dunsfold.

Starved wood-sedge Carex depauperata has been successfully re-introduced into Charterhouse to Eashing SSSI. Most of last years plants survived and some seeded.  This year a further 52 plants have been planted.

Spreading bellflower Campanula patula has been re-found at Wrecclesham.  This is the only Surrey site and has planning consent, so further work needed with the owners to secure this population.

SCC are splitting their road verge, road and tree works.  This is being contracted out and Jo has added biodiversity considerations into the spec.

SNCI’s some are still being missed through the planning system.  Need an urgent look at the whole process to see if any gaps can be plugged.

Does anyone have any ideas of carbon cost of conservation work? Is there a formula that can be applied?

Surrey BAP achievements document was printed. It has a few errors, which Sue is to edit further and put onto the partnership website.

Parsonage Meadows – fen restoration. Ditch work funded by EA is now complete. HLS is funding the re-introduction of grazing and there is to be a joint press release next week with GBC who own the site.

Film footage of an otter has been recorded, by chance whilst checking culverts on the Mole catchment, near Cobham.
Shortwood Pond in Spelthorne – 1st years clearance works have been completed. Vandalism remains an issue, more works planned next year.

White Paper response – comments to Sue by 15-10-10, meeting for discussion on 20-10-10 at SBC.
	JE

SW


	

	
	Reminder to put information/HAP minutes/events on website

Dates of Future Meetings :

At Spelthorne BC Offices 10.00 for 10.30 start

1st December 2010


	
	


