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Minutes  18th May 2011
Present: 


	John Edwards – Surrey CC (Chair)
	Sue Webber – SBP
	Simon Elson - SCC

	Georgina Terry – Natural England
	Allison Giacomelli – RSPB
	Stewart Cocker – Epsom and Ewell BC

	Cynthia Bendickson – Spelthorne BC (Minutes)
	Jenny Page – Surrey Heathland Project
	Charlotte Franks – SCC

	Mike Waite – Surrey Wildlife Trust
	Shaun Page - FWAG
	


Apologies:

	Bill Whitaker – ARC Trust
	Sarah-Jane Chimbwandira - SBIC
	Alistair Kirk - SBIC

	Jo Porter – Surrey CC
	Debbie Cousins – EA
	Dominic Price - Plantlife


	No.
	Action
	
	

	1.
	Apologies and Introductions
a) Welcome to Charlotte, who is working at SCC in various Countryside roles.


	
	

	2.
	Chair – John Edwards   Minutes – Cynthia Bendickson
	
	

	3.
	Minutes of meeting of 21 Jan 2011
	
	

	
	a)  Dominic to update re: Plantlife training day and if funding has been sourced.

b)  Parsonage Meadows site visit: put on hold until Debbie has time to show us ‘round (potentially autumn).

c)  Position statements – deadline of end of July for John’s and Jenny’s statements to Sue.

d)  Sue organising a big event for 21st May (for the international day of biodiversity – the next day) with stalls from the Wildlife Trust, Wildlife Aid, SARG and others.  All offers of help to Sue ASAP please.

e)  Surrey Strategic Partnership – John and Sarah-Jane have met the chair, but the SSP is being reorganised.  Sarah-Jane will take on the mantle in future.  Could be a good forum for discussing issues such as green infrastructure and the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL).  Concern that green infrastructure in Surrey was skimming over opportunities for biodiversity enhancements.  Jenny to chase her contact about a publication for GI for biodiversity.  Also lots of info available on the Natural England pages.
f)  SNCIs – John to resend information that he thought he had sent prior to last meeting re: the cumbersome procedures required to designate SNCIs.  Please respond with your thoughts.
g)  The Ancient Woodland Survey will be launched on 16th June.  Invites will be going out soon.

h)  Environment White Paper – Cynthia to try to attend announced conference on behalf of partnership and report back.

i)  DLA Piper protected species legal training – Surrey Planning Officer’s Association to take forward – look out for info.  Matthew Evans from Waverley BC is the contact.

j)  CLG consultation on list of data requirements - NI 197 does not exist anymore, but the data requirement is the same.  It will still be a county reporting function it is thought, but we are still waiting to find out how (n.b. a post on the ALGE forum implies that reporting will be arranged by DEFRA in the autumn, but recording should happen this June as normal).
h)  John to let Simon know about when the Tithe maps will be available – digitisation is being done through volunteers, so that has caused some delay.

	DP
JE and JP

ALL

JP

JE/ALL

CB

JE
	ASAP
End of July 2011

ASAP

ASAP

ASAP

12 July 2011

ASAP



	4.
	Organisation updates

	
	

	
	a) Natural England – has lost 400 posts this year nationally, it will lose another 400 posts next year.  Now only 3 lead advisers in Surrey – Georgina Terry, Carole Mortimer and Jane Sevenoaks.  Patience while things are settling down would be welcome.  The Guildford offices may be moving.  Georgina to forward on a list of who deals with which SSSI now for other partners.

b) EA: has re-organised and merged areas.  Debbie’s office might be moving at some point.  
c) SCC is in the midst of a re-organisation of Countryside.  It will be restructured over the summer.  Mike Dawson will be retiring.  Simon’s post to be re-branded as a statutory planning post.
	GT
	ASAP

	5.
	SCC’s Public Value Review of Partnerships
	
	

	
	a) A consultation document is available now, and significantly different from the last.  Please send in responses from your individual organisations.

b) Stewart to forward on the draft response from the Countryside Projects for everyone to have a look.

c) Sue to work on a SBP response.
	ALL
SC

SW
	By 2 June 
ASAP

ASAP



	6.
	Adopting the Dorset biodiversity protocol in Surrey
	
	

	
	a) Cynthia introduced the Dorset biodiversity protocol, which is a procedural exercise to make sure that biodiversity is taken account of in the planning system.  Its strength is in using the same procedure for every local authority in Dorset – that way developers can’t claim that the local authority next door isn’t as stringent and thus our LA is being unreasonable.  It also sets enhancements in the planning process as being standard practice.

b) Cynthia to lead sub-group to look at whether this could work for Surrey – JE, SC, SW, MW and possibly Julia Coneybeer and Ken Anckorn to sit on the group.

c) Mike to chase up what’s happened with the Bat Conservation online planning tool to see if this could be useful.

	CB

MW
	ASAP

ASAP

	7.
	Priority work for 2011
a) Continue to promote BOAs

b) Work on how biodiversity could be integrated into CIL


	
	

	8. 
	SBP Conference
a) BOA conference is to be postponed until 28 Sept (provisionally).  

b) Several ideas of what it could be – perhaps a separate day for planners/CIL/GI/habitat banking/BOAs and a day more focussed on conservation and networking.

c) Everyone to consider and send their thoughts to John and Sue about what we would like to achieve.


	ALL
	ASAP

	9.
	A.O.B.
a) SITA funding – there is more money for this round – bids need to be in for 1 July.

b) Allison is going on maternity leave in August, Dave Burgess will be her replacement.

c) John thanks everyone for their help with the new burdens consultation.
	
	

	10.
	Dates of next meetings:
· 5 July
· 21 September
· 30 November


	
	


