Minutes from Partnership Meeting 

Spelthorne Borough Council Offices

7 July 2010
Present: 


	Cynthia Bendickson - SpBC

Georgina Terry - NE 

John Edwards – SCC

Debbie Cousins – EA

Bill Whitaker – ARC

Simon Elson - SCC
	Sarah-Jane Chimbwandira - SWT  

Shaun Page - FWAG

Sue Webber – SWT

Alison Giacomelli– RSPB

Mike Waite – SWT

Stewart Cocker – E&E BC


	


Apologies:

	Charlotte Williams – SWT

Jo Porter – SCC
	Dominic Price – Plantlife
	

	

	No.
	Action
	
	

	1.
	Apologies and introductions


	
	

	2.
	Chair: JE  Minutes: CB
	
	

	3.
	Minutes of meeting 17 Feb 2010
Surrey Strategic Partnership – SBP is now a firm member in the SSP.  They will soon be refreshing their community strategy – JE to update on their priorities following this.

Woodland HAP – targets are complete (by SW).

SNCIs – meeting has been delayed due to having to prioritise other work.  JE is to work on it this autumn and will circulate a proposal for a meeting in the autumn.  NI 197 (proportion of local wildlife sites under active management) is now 41%.  Thanks to Alistair at SBIC for all of his hard work in compiling the data.

Species of Conservation Concern – S-JC to update at next meeting. 

Position statements – CB and S-JC to bring back to next meeting.  DC and SC to contribute as well.  SW to organise a training day to put the position statements, and to work up a few crib sheets for everyone putting information on the website.  CB to send a few dates out to SW.

SBAP Achievements and Future Action document – the long version has gone off to the printers so it should be ready for the launch next Wednesday.  Smaller leaflet still to be designed.
International Year of Biodiversity – SC has an excellent example in Epsom and Ewell’s Insight magazine.  SW lost the NE funding for IYB events, but funding for the local authority road show is still there.  
SW to circulate justification for the Biodiversity co-ordinator post to share amongst partners, as more SBP partners may have to do this in future.

SW thanked SBP partners for info on the End of Year report.  SW has to report in November for the Memorandum of Agreement, so please be aware that she may be very busy during this time.  SW to circulate deadlines.  
CB to organise a few dates for BARS inputting.

Business Plan – has been signed off.

South East Biodiversity Strategy – JE to ask Tom Butterworth about whether we’ve formally signed up and we may not have gone through the entire process.  

Site visit to Staines Moor and the Moor Lane Nature Reserve will take place after the September meeting.

September meeting – discuss how to target what we do because of the current financial situation.  Flag up any issues with the partnership ASAP if they come up please.


	JE

JE

S-JC

CB, S-JC, DC, SC

CB

SW

SW

CB

JE

All


	Next mtg
Autumn

Next mtg

Next mtg

ASAP

ASAP

ASAP

ASAP

ASAP

ASAP



	4.


	Surrey BOA – presentation and sign-off
Surrey BOA is separate from the SE BOAs.  This means that it is the property of the SBP and can be updated according to SBP’s wishes.

Discussion re: adding areas onto BOAs that were identified on the consultation day.  Agreed to accept insertions (S-JC) and discuss with Surrey Planning Officers to see how BOAs could be used in the planning process (JE).  Disclaimer will emphasise that it’s not a constraints map.  S-JC to add areas and circulate disclaimer for comments by next meeting.  

Let S-JC know the GIS contact for your organisation to get the Surrey BOA layer.

Statements that go along with each BOA have been incorporated.  These will be on the website along with the map publicly, along with possibly a contact person(s) for further information?
Waverley could be used as a pilot for positive use.
Rivers have been neglected a bit up until now – possibly an action for FWIG, or a theme for next year’s conference (SW to organise)?
SE has worked a lot on the BOA in Tandridge and there are landowners signed up to it.  Some ideas for the Thames Valley ones to come.
	S-JC and JE

All


	Next mtg

ASAP

	5.


	Wildlife Crime and Country Watch
GT – ring the NE wildlife crime team as they have good links to the local police.  To forward on contact list to JE to determine if there are any gaps that SBP could fill.
West Surrey Country Watch – could be a good link to get in touch with.  PC John Hockley is running it and very keen.  It will be county-wide in October.  Look out for it and perhaps sign up as it could be a valuable resource.

  
	GT
All
	ASAP
October

	6.
	Surrey BAP and Living Landscapes launch
Living Landscapes launch for Surrey next Wednesday.  Chris Baines will be doing the key note speech.  

This launch is aimed at the public sector, but there may be a follow up event for the private sector.  


	
	

	7.
	AOB
DC:  EA will be reorganising in the South East, with two divisions merging.

SP:  FWAG will be revamping their newsletter – let SP know if you want to be on the email list.

BW:  Mike Preston has retired as the Surrey reserves manager; he has been replaced by Rob Free.  The planned merger with Froglife has been abandoned, however ARC has been created – check out their website at www.arc-trust.org
SW:  PTES is surveying Surrey this year for old orchards.  Surveying packs will be available for volunteers soon – if you know anyone who’s interested, please contact SW so she can compile a volunteer’s list.

SE:  Thanked SW for a great invasive species day.  Will possibly look into a follow-up.

GT:   NE have merged their South-East and London regions.

S-JC:  The Wey Valley Partnership is continuing, with 18 organisations attending a recent meeting.  They are looking at identifying gaps.

Work is going on to liaise with the Sussex Biodiversity Partnership on the Gatwick Greenspace project.

JE:  SCC Countryside will be subject to a value for money review.  SBP will be formally consulted during this process.  Benchmarking will be taking place.

	All

All


	ASAP

ASAP

	8.
	Dates of next meetings

Wednesday 22 September

Wednesday 1 December
Held at Spelthorne Borough Council Offices, Rm 201

10am for 10:30am start.


	
	


